TO s CO 9 SCI, Germany 

SUBJECTS The RSHA and Edda GXAHO in Switzerland 
(Sources The Interrogation of Frau Bur&hardt BEETZ) 



1® Count Ciano was executed at 9t00 AM on the 
morning of January XI, 1944® Three days before® on January 
8th, his -wife (Mda MugmLtaL) had reached safety ecross the 
Swiss border, i/diereTthe Ciano children were waiting for her. 

2® Edda 8 g traveling companion on her flight was 
a lieutenant in the Italian Air Force named Emilio Pucci® 

From the border she sent Pucci bach to V eyona“lfT'feh letters 
to Hitler and Mussolini , begging them to * Spare Ciano * s life • 

3® Pucci was arrested the morning of Ciano* s 
death and taken to the office of Gen® Ears ter, BdS northern 
Italy® He was interrogated there and in Jail about the 
v/hereabouts of Edd© Mussolini! on Jan 17 he was seen by 
Sublet in jail in Milan® He then had a fractured skull s 
as a result of " questioning” by a certain (standartenfiihrer ) 
Banff ,/ SB chief in Milan® ^ 

4® The execution of Ciano by the puppet Italian 
government left the RSHA with much unfinished business® 

By means of a bargain (which was not kept) they had persuaded 
him to reveal to Frau BEETZ the whereabouts of the Italian 
Foreign Office records* Ciano 's diaries® however, fend some 
other important personal papers had not been recovered* 

5* According to Frau BEETZ, she had reported to 
the RSHA (at Ciano *s suggestion) that the diaries were locked 
in the safe of a friend of Ciano* s in Switzerland* Actually, 
as Frau BEETZ knew, the diaries had been buried In Italy 
until they were taken to Switzerland, strapped around Edda 
Mussolini* s waist, during the night of Jan. 7th; to Jan8th# 

6® Immediately after Ciano f s execution, Ur® HSttl, 
head of Amt VI B 1 (which had now become Amt VI El) and 
as such Frau B£ETZ # s chief, left Berlin to visit Verona* 

He arrived on Jan 14th and at once proposed to iFrau BESTZ 
that she go to Switzerland and endeavor to establish -contact 
with Edda Mussolini. The purpose of the mission was two- 
olds priraiarily, to persuade Edda not to make any publicity 
about the way the RSHA had allowed her husband* s execution 
although he had kept his part of the bargains secondarily, 
to attempt to discover the hiding plaee of the remaining 
llano papers* According to Subject, However® Br* HBttl had 
little hope of the success of the second part of the mission* 

7* Subject states that she had little liking for 
the mission and accepted it only on^ condition that she could 
take Lt* Pucci with her, with the object (she says) of saving 
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Pucci's life, Dr* Hottl agreed that Pucci, because of his 
intimate relationship with Edda Mussolini, wuld be a useful 
assistant in the prof eet ' and therefore agreed to the change* 

8* 'On Jan 15th , the day after ITottl's arrival, a 
cover position in Switzerland was^ arranged for Frau BE- ^2* 

With the consent of Von Mein?athf G erman consul inLugana^ 
and of Scholz* ^German vice^consiOrTh Mila&pshe was tc pose 
as a seeretariaX^employee* of the Milan consulate who was 
gcing to Lugano for sli weeks to replace a secretary who was 
sick. On this br sis , and at the request of -Sobols , the 
Swiss consul in Milan granted a visa immediately • 

9* The 'night of Jan lSth and 19th Pucci 'was 
smuggled across the border by beat. On the afternoon of 
the 19th Frau BBETZ took a taxi to the border and then a 
train to Luganc * She met Pucci the same day at a pro-arranged 
rendezvous , 

■ £ ■ 

10* Subject had Instructions to send her reports 
and communications by me- ns of a Swiss or German merchant 
Prager* This man had an .office in Chiassofand combined 
his business affairs with the running of a? regular', courier 
service between Lugano and Como for the Germans* 

'll* Owing to the injuries Pucci had sustained in 
prison 9 difficulties arose almost immediately. On Jan 23rd 
Pucci was compelled to go to the hospital at Be linzona fox* 
treatment 9 and found himself interned by the Swiss ajuth critics 
For Fucci 3 interned in a sisters* hospital at Bellinzona, to 
contact Edda* Interned in a nunnery at Ingegohl (the other 
side • of the St* Oothard Pass) , was obviously no easy matter, 

12. Subject attempted on Jan 26th to raise the 
necessary deposit of caution money (she believes 14,000 
Swiss francs were required) in order to free Pucci rroEr 
internment* For this purpose she paid a visit to th< Lltr .llan 
Indus trial! stj^ianehi , in Zurich: but Bionchi (wh , Subject V . 
states* is ‘iTTasclitT’ would have nothing te d# with the ^ " 
project* Three weeks later 9 cn Feb, 21, Subject :aado<dhethcr 
similar/ at this time conta cting friend 
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without the deposit of money? but Subject's vi^iv to hor Was-fe 
also without result. 



13* Pucci* meamrhile ? was cent 
to c chtact Edda by letter both his ctm behalf and in 
ordex* to assist Subject* for whom his feelings of gratitude 
for his safety was rapidly changing to a feeling of affection 
and love. Subject drew up and gave to ucci a statement of 
what were supposed to be Ciano's Iasi thoughts and messages 
for Edda* This statement still exists, and it is plain that 
the thoughts — whether actual or not •*- were nicely calculated 
to keep Edda silent, as the BSBA desired* Pucci* s letter 
embodying this statement reached Edda in April* 
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spates that she asked signorina Agnelli^ tsho was „ „ 

Chemistry* for a bottle of poison* f hi© was mailed to . her 
in Lugano 5 and she received it on Feb* ' 23 rd* ; 



1 7 ft Subject gives the following reason for wanting 
poisons ~ She had received a letter from Berlin saying that a 
priest named Pancino, who was Bdda*» ■ confessor* had succeeded 
in visiting Edda in her internment at. tngebohls and . that 
Paneino was working for tot ft# Subject w$8 afraid that Bids 
would tell Paneino how she had been, warned by subject to 'flee 
to Switzerland on Jan 7th* taking Ciano f S diaries s and that 
t!i@ BSHA would arrest Subject for this treachery* 



1&* On March 29th Subject*© Swiss visa;' (already 
renewed from March 1st) aspired . for wm ©econ! i&&©* She 
returned to Italy and went to stay at ' a country honm 
maintained by the SD at Oornobbi% near' Ootso*,- Host at this 



to males worked : for one week i 

office of Volt el r /chief of the SB in ; 0csspj4- end then ■ to 
four week’ s leave 1 because her husbond*wLxh Kaltenbrnn 
assistance, had arrived at the Karn&tg house on leave** 



19* . fills vacation ended on May 4th and Subject then 
went to Berlin* On May ' 6th she saw fealtenbromer in his off! 
in P Tim Albreehstrasse and then reported to the Amt VI office 
in 32 Berkaorstrasse* Kaltenbsnamor told her to return to Como 
and make "contact with F ather Pan eino ( cover mm Hikolaus)* 
Tlireugh Paneino shs was xoe^e^^”ohce 'more^tooo^^^*®^© 
Ciano’s papers and diaries were not mentioned^ according to 
Subject* Her mission was only to give Bdda money and to tell 
her of Ciano’s alleged last wish that she keep quiet in order 
net to .endanger her position" in Switzerland*. 











Jim© 7th$ but her actual mission to m 
nothing because of, the Swiss an ■ thorl 
a visa#' At this time she was earning 
a living allowance’ (while out of Berm 
3^000 lire a. month!. On toe 8th esme 
announcing that a bonus of 10 9 000 mar’ 
Berli n 9 as a reward for. her good work 
secret of where Qian© had hidden the' - 



31 o Early in Jane Subject heard ; 
pB.nci.no had again, been in contact with E< 
■him that -Clan©* is personal, papers / (jatijfr hi 
in septuplicate and- were hidden in seVeh 
in Italy* Pancino • according to Subject 
believed Edda would at a later time tell 
they were hidden* ' 
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22m Subject now tells the following curious story* 

She says that she heard from Pucci some time before 
April some records had been entrusted by Bd da to her personal 
physician*, Dr^ -MELO CCHl* at the sanatoria in Ramiola, Italy# 
Subject had done noting to imesrtb the.s#| bemuse- she was-- 
still upset at the •BSM allowing Giano to die after having ■ 
given up the Foreign Office records as partof a bargain for 



- . , S3*. ‘ Wow $ however 9 *w* according, to Subject &*■ sha : . 
was afraid -that Pancino would hear from-lddh- of: the' hiding 
place of tlie documents irtRamiola* in the course 'of ' the 
investigation* it would be discovered that the 'physician 
who was hiding them was in fact a physician for” the. Italian 
partisans* therefore* says Subject* who decided to pick up 
the documents herself f rather than have It dore on information 
provided by Pancino* • j • • ’ 

24* - $his$ however * could not be done on information 
that subject' had concealed for three .months* ■ 'fherefor© 



24*' • Ihis 3 however * could not be < 
that subject' had concealed for three men 
it had to he made to * look difficult*'* j 
took off on June 22 for a preliminary in" 
a wetty Italian agent) named Rg ^dicc* She 
Harster * the BdS* on June 24 and 26$ , and 
abortive Journey on the 27th) she went % 
to Ear star* and received the documents t, 
Ramiola in return for a promise of iamun: 
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:Z%- - By whatever method: It. w&i 
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Zeppelin).^ Am t VI* a first evacuation 
Bore she made a summary of the paper s for 
chief of Amt VI B* and was instruetf^ ‘ 
her ham- in.. Weimar and make a 
entire- eolleetion*.';' 
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. 27* On August 29 Subject returned!© Berlin and 
worked as translator for Stura bannftihrer Wolfe the new head 
of Amt Vt B 1 (in succ©ssioa^tS 5 *13fT^etw^^he took part in 
the evacuation- of Amt VI to a camp (©over name V? a ldburg) in 
the region of Storkow, S*E# of Barllx} * on Sept* 20* 2944* 
Three weeks later ? on Oct 10, she received permission to 
return home to Weimar to work fen another lengthy translation# 

2&* The work this time tms to translate .a Foreign 
Office volume on Albania that was among those revealed by 
Ciano in January (the other seven volumes -- one for each 
year of Ciano* s tenure of of fine --had already been trans- 
lated by someone else)* This work lasted until January 1 2, 
when she transmitted the complete work through SB channels 
to Berlin, no carbon copy was kept by Subject* A letter 
to 0r« stelmle requesting more work remaining answered, 
Subject, did nothing more for the RSI7A after- that date* 

' 29* Regarding Ciano* s papers* Subject believes* that 
the Foreign Office volumes disclosed by Ciano are still in 
Berlin, in the AJ29? VI office at 32 Bcrkaerstrasse* and that 
the diaries are still in the possession of Bdda Mussolini* 
She has rtiven the addresses of two other hiding places in 
Italy made known to her by Pucci* As for the documents In 
septuple iate, reported by Fancifti (see Para# 21), she does 
not know whether these are something completely different - 
or whether they will prove to be the same as those found 
by her la Ramiola sad already unearthed by SCI 1: » Subjects 
garden* ‘ . 
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